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Symptoms & Signs
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Plant Pathology Fact Sheet  

Powdery Mildew

Figure 1. Powdery mildew on pumpkin foliage. (Photo: Nicole Ward Gauthier)
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Figure 2. Powdery mildew affects a large number of ornamentals, both herbaceous and woody. Foliage of this 
infected phlox plantings has the appearance of being  dusted with powder  (Photo: Sheryl Pirone).  Figure 3. Small 
grains, such as wheat, are common hosts of powdery mildew in Kentucky (Photo: Kenneth Seebold, UK).  
Figure 4. Infected grapes become covered with fungal mycelia and spores of the powdery mildew pathogen  
(Photo: Julie Beale, UK).  Figure 5. Leaves may curl along margins, as shown in this photo of powdery mildew-
infected apple foliage (Photo: John strang, UK).  Figure 6. Discolored, irregular necrotic (dead) spots have 
developed on this grape leaf (Photo: Nicole Ward Gauthier, UK).  
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Cause & Disease Development
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Golovinomyces, Phyllactinia, and Podosphaera
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Disease Management
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Cultural Practices
� Cultivar selection
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� Planting site
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� Fertility f
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� Sanitation f

Figure 7. Early infections of apple fruit result in 
net-like russetting as fruit matures. (Photo: John 
Strang, UK)
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� Air circulation
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Fungicides
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Additional Resources
�
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Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin. 
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f f f Dogwood Powdery Mildew
Powdery Mildew of Grape Phlox Powdery Mildew Powdery Mildew

Common name
Botanical name 

(genus)

Barley Hordeum 
Hemp (greenhouse) Cannabis
Wheat Triticum 

Apple Malus 
Cherry Prunus 
Grape Vitis

Begonia Begonia
Crabapple Malus
Dogwood Cornus
Lilac Syringa 
Phlox Phlox
Pin oak Quercus
Rose Rosa
Sycamore Plantanus
Tuliptree Liriodendron
Turfgrass Various genera
Zinnia Zinnia

Cantaloupe Cucumis
Pumpkin Cucurbita
Squash Cucurbita

Vegetables

Agronomic crops

Ornamentals

Fruit

Table 1. 
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